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 Computing is ancient.  Computing is modern.  It's how we work, get news, manage finances. It's 

how we socialize chat and meet people.  Computing is fun, and  fundamental to daily life. 

  In the Industrial Revolution we invented machines to amplify the ability of the human body. The 

computer revolution is about amplifying the ability of the mind,  now we depend on computers. Modern 

civilization runs on software. Computers are still just machines that need to be told what to do and 

precisely how to do it by humans. 

  The possibilities are endless.  Computers give us unprecedented freedom  to share our best and  

worse.  All that's good about humanity, some that isn't. 

 it happened so quickly.  In 1950 you have the big military computers.  By the seventies many 

computers, soon every office had a computer.   In almost every home in the developed world, now 

nearly everyone uses multiple computers,  from the one of the desktop, to the one of the phone, to the 

one of the traffic light in the corner . 

 During my lifetime alone we've witnessed growth that's unparalleled and unprecedented. And 

it's not over. We're in the midst of new developments.  Exciting events are yet to come. 

  The history of computing is populated with a great cast of characters, some truly phenomenal 

minds obviously,  but also rebels, idealists, dreamers who were ahead of their time, wealthy venture 

capitalists, perky geniuses,  scoundrels and fanatics.  A few rare individuals with the ability and luck with 

you bring all the pieces together at the right time and actually get products the market. 

  The history of computers is an absolute treasure trove of true stories many of largely untold 

before now. There's wisdom and inspiration, and a few cautionary tales to the objects. The items in the 

exhibit aren't just artifacts and memorabilia, they capture moments when ordinary people did 

something extraordinary that impact our lives every day. 

 We're only in the middle of the story; more is added to the history of computers every day. So 

it's a great time to pause and look back, as well as forward, to what tomorrow's innovators, the next 

generation of rare individuals, will create. The story of computing is a human story, it's about us. 

  We're a privileged generation, the audience,  participants,  and beneficiaries of this blink in time 

when computers changed the world. 
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